Stroke center guidelines: a statement of the Working Group on Stroke Centers of the Stroke Belt Consortium.
This article is a statement of the Stroke Belt Consortium regarding guidelines for stroke centers or hospitals able to treat patients with acute stroke. Guidelines are provided for both Level I and Level II stroke centers. Level I centers can provide acute diagnostic evaluation, including computed tomography and treatment with tissue plasminogen activator. Level II centers must have all available stroke treatments, including arteriography, neurosurgery, and neurointensive care. Guidelines are also provided for Emergency Medical Services.